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The Theoretical Bases of Women's Rights in Islamic Shari ate

Dr. Rajaa' Abdul- Razak Jameel

Summary:

It has become clear in the paper that the woman through out the civilizations prior
to Islam including the Arab, was considered part of the man's chattels, inheretad by the
sons .

In Europe Counsels were held to search into the woman's soul and whether she was
cousidered human ? When Islam came she was highly evaluated and her rights
confirmed . Norman Daniel says in his book values and the west, that women's rights in
Islam are discussed in the west from the points of view of subservience and harems life ,
where Islam guaranteed more rights to women than those contained in the married
women property laws that were not passed until in® A 1» in England.

Islam has achieved reforms in the status of voman 14 centuries ago , that no one was
able to achieve even in the 20" century . Thus some westerners , including Edwards
Monte professor of oriental languages of the University of Geneva in preface to his book
Translation of the Holy Koran . That what Islam brought achieved a progress of such
unlimited proportions that it makes prophet Mohammed to be censidered . One of the
great people serving humanity . One reform he introduced of banning the killing of girls
upon birth is enough to give him an eternal name in history .

Islam has put women in her proper place and recognized her as a human being equal to
that of man , a fact that was denied or doubted by advanced notions before Islam .

Islam has granted women her rightful position during the different phases of her life ,
from her birth , until her
death , in fact her position is enhanced the older she grows from a child to girl to wife
to mother , and when during old age she is serounded by special care , love , kindness
and attention from her sons, all this is ordered by Islam ,the Holy Koran and the Great
Prophet's Sunna. Islam granted her rights in work education legislation supervision
counseling and all other rights granted to man.

With the exception of leading positions in the state' the Sharia states that the

leader of the state must be a man . Sharia clzrified denying the women the position of

leaderships has no relation to the teachings o Isiam towards women , their importance

vt



