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Abstract:
The term *presupposition” is wsed in o dilferent senses in the Blerstre: semantic
amel pragmatic. As Tor the somantic semse, Tinganists Dnves isolated some constometion:
a5 sourees of presppposition by making liss oF presopposition idgger and Levinson
{19831 mentions some of these triggers. Concerming the pragmabic sense, Keciai 1ses
the term pragmatic presupposition o refer (o a class of progmatic inferences, which
are, in fact, the relation between 2 speaker and the appropriasteness of a sentence in a
contexl,

The central sense of presupposition is o proposition which remaing constant
wndder megation aned interrogation,

[ method of analysis wsed is i loe with the sspect outlined in Shoa (17981,
The principal question which should be answered in this study, s how much docs
literary discourse lend itself to such a feamework of analysis, which is basieally meant
for naturally occurring discourse? Therclore, the aims of the sludy can be staled as
Tollows:
1- Conducting an analysis of Seolt Fitzperald's "The Rough Crossing™.
2o Showing how Fitegerald uses the prosupposition aspeel o contrast his chareters
in tenmes of their strmiepies, nssomptions sl the oelation between e,

I the Tight of the analysis, we gel fo knew Ol e stody of pragmatic as well as

semantic presupposition proves to be very imponant Tor a thorough vaderstanding of
bosth Aderinn and Eva, the main characters, and their plans and azssumptions,

Introduction:
Wan Dijk (1981:517 states that:

It might be argued that, Distovieally, the notion ol
presupposition was  introdueed  in philosophy, logic and
linguistics in order to account for eertain properties of texls
and contexts which could not be salved in terms of traditional
senlenee prammars alone,

The usual  definilions  of In the secomd case il is based on
presuppositions, taken as a relation condition for the appropriate use of
hetween sentences or proposilions (with altered sentences,
their interpretation), either belong Lo In the last decode, the notion of
semaniics or o pragpmatics. In the fisl presapposilion has been applial oo
case i Qs given in terms ol logical mnlifions collection of phenomena:
consegquence or necessitalion relations. nevessary conditions G il valustion
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(Lackoil, 1972) felicity conditions of
SAs (Fillmore, 19713, shared
information  {Jackendoff, 1972 and
conditions negessary for an utlerance to
he meaningful {Muraki, 1972). Though
witlely ulilized presupposition has heen
rarely serulinized in linguistics' (Iach
and |Harnish, 197%:155).

Im other words, the term
‘presupposition’ i used in o different
senses in llerature including semantic
amd prapmeatic senses, The contral sense
ol presupposilion i5 a proposition,
which remains constant under nepation
and interrogation.” Thus, the first three
sentences  below  sippose the  fourth
one:

1. The king ol France is bald.

2. The King of France is not bald.

3. Isthe King of France bald?

4, ihere iz a king of France (Abdulla,
I9R9:13)

In et sentence 1 above has
been a source of controversy. Russell
(cited in Kempson, |945:47) sugpests
that this scntence asserts both that there
is a king of France and that he is bald:
and therefore, the senlence must be
false if there is no king of France, He
also  paints out that  the  relation
between the two assertions is that of
enlailment.

To Crystal (1991:276), the fermm
presupposition can be analysed as a
certain type ol logical relationship
Fetween statements, contrasting with
crlailment. Some linguists have come
fev s e e inoa narower sense, in
a two-parl analysis of sentences which
contrasts the information assumed {or
"presupposed”) by the speaker, and
that which is at the centre of the
speaker’s communicative intercst; in
this sense, ‘presupposition’ is opposed
ty Tocus.  For example,  in one

" for more informeation see Kempson (1975).
- for e infirmation see Palmer {19811,
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interpretation  of  this  notion,  the
sentence "Where is the salt?" is said to
presuppose that the salt is not present
o the speaker, that there is someone
whiom the speaker thinks might know
where the sall is, and so0on,

1.2 Types of Presupposition
1.2.1 Existenfial Presupposition:
Short (1981:185) states that the
notion of existential  presupposition
fitst  developed by Strawson
(1952t cope with the philosephical
uestion as o whether astatement like:
The King of France is

Wik

WwisE,
could be decmed to be true or flse, He
claims  that  such  a  sentence

presuppases Thal the king ol Fanee
exists and there[ore could only have a
truih value when the presupposition is
troe,

In fiction, there are of course
many sentenees, which have false
presuppositions; while we experience
such letions we  conventionally
pssume that =uch presuppositions ane
true, and it is this convention among
others that allows us to "enter into” the
warld of the novel or play. Thus, when
a sentence like:

Shall 1 make spirits feich me

what 1 pleasc?
s ullered, we conventivnally criter fitlo
woworld where a spirit exists, in spite ol
the fact thal we may not believe in
snch things at all,

Onee the world of the novel or
play is cstablished, we expeet do see
el hear thinges comsdstent with tha
novel,  Ineconsistencies  produce 2
jarring which the critic is likely (o
euplain either by ascribing demerit to
the work ar by changing his mind as (o
the kimd of work in fronl of him.
(Shoat, 1981:186)

In theoretical terms, existentinl
presupposition is probably hest treated
as a0 subset of linguistic (semantic)
presuppositions and they are treated as
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a scparate category because of their
interesting tole in the establishment of
fiction.

1.2.2 Semandic Presapposition:

The semaniic or logical {or
even  linguistic  in Short,  1981)
presupposition is treated as a relation
helween propositions within a sentence
defined in terms of their truth and
falschood. Thus, the sentence:

The man that 1 met yesterday is
ill.
containg Lwo propositions (i) 1 met 1
man yeslerday and (i) the man [ met
yesterday  is 1l The  sentence
presupposes (i) and asserts (i), These
clavses  or  phrases,  which  are
cimbedided sentences in this manncr,
may be said to conlain linguistic
presuppositions. There are of course
ciher presuppositions in the sentenee
besides *l met a man yesterday". For
instance we have "The man exists”
{ibid.).

But Bates (1970207 stales hal
information  available in a  given
sentence can be divided into three
types:  asserled  meaning:  entailed
meaning  and  presupposed  meaning.
These three types of information differ
in s Far they have different truth
conditions, Mew  let's consider the
lisl lovwimg senlemee:

Jack has a sister.

I. The asserted meaning s
Jack has a female sibling.

2, The cntailed meaning is:
Iack's parents have maore than
one child.

3. The presupposcd  meaning
is: Jack exists.

The existential meaning here, in this
example, is treated as a subclass of
linguistic presupposition miher than o
sepuerile catepory,
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1.2.2.1 Presupposition Triggers:
Levinson {1983:181) states that
presuppositions, unlike conversational
implicature’ , are semantic inferences
il e Dased o e actual Hignistic
elpueture of sentenees. They are lied o
particular words (aspect of surface
structure]. The presupposition
generating items  are  called
“presupposition Triggers”, noting thit
the symbol ">>"  stamds  for
[MESHPPOSES,
Levinson  (Ihid)  provides us

with the ollowing cxomples:
i, Irelinite description:

Iohn sawd didn't sce the man with

o heads

== hete exists A mon with Do

heacls.
2. Factive verbs:

martha  regrets! doesn't regrel

drinking John's home brew,

== Martha drank Joln's home brew
3. Implicative verhs:

Jolm managed! didn't manage to

e the door.

== Johm tried o open the door.
4. Change of state verbs:

John stopped / didn't stop beating

his wile.

== Inhn had been beating his wife.
5. licratives:

The flying saveer eame S didn’t

came again,

== The flying saucer came before
6. Werbs of judging:

Agatha accused /[ didn't accuse lan

of plagiarism.

== (Agatha thinks) plagiarian is

Tl
7. Temporal elavse:

Before Strawson was even bomn,

Frege notieed S didnt notice

presupposition,

== Birawson was borm
£ Clef sentences:

*_ for myore informintion nhaul conversational
mplicature, vou can see Paul Griee's anticle,
pp A 1-59, in{ Cole & Mosgam, 1975).
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It ws Henry that kissed Rossic,
== Someone Kissed Rossie,

9, lmplicit eleft  with  stressed
conslilenls:
loln did Adide’l compele in the
Olympics.

==lohn did compete somewhere (It
wasd wasnt in the Olympics that
John compete),
Comparisons and contrasis:
Carol @5 isn't n betler linguist than
Barbara.
=> Barbara is a linguist.
1. Mon-restrictive relative clauses:
The Proda-1 Barrnpanns, welie
IMestirished FAMH-2050 ..
woerefweren'l preat temple boilders,
== The Proto-llarmpans Mouwrished
2800-2650 B.C.
12, Counterfactual conditionals:
If Hannibal had only twelve more
clephant, the Romance languape
wionld! wonldn't this day exist.
== Hannibal didn't have twelve
more elephants.
13, Ouestions:
Wha is the professor of lingnistics
at MIT?
== Bomeons i the professor ol
linguistics al MIT,

I,

The above list contains perhaps
the core of the phenomena that are
genernlly considered presuppositional.
However, it i important to bear in
i (hat ony such list is crocinlly

dependent on - one’s delinition of
presupposition (ibid.: 184).
1.2.3 Pragmatic I'resupposition:

The term "pragmatic” is usually

reserved Tor presupposition relating o

T iote comfest o Bivmedinge
socinl felations. Hence a communmd
like:

Shut the door
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presupposcs that the speaker is inoa
social relation to the hearer such that
he is able to order him to do 1I1i11gﬁ."
Lecch (1983: 287) states that in
il I"I'.'Il'!lll!'lli{: '\'if‘W ol r!l'(.!ﬂllr!l'lﬂﬁ“ii'lli i
distinctiom  is  wsmally  drown nol
retween presupposition, and
entailment but belween presupposition
amil assertion, where supposition is thal
parl ol the content of an ullerange
which is treated as il unfamiliar, new
or informative. Often the distinction
corresponds to the  traditional
distinction  between subject and
r~|-:1|iq'.:|||:. Blevw coisicher Hhe |-|'|l||:11.\-:|11L'
Flwe Primne Minister's son drives
Tinsd s
In this example, the presupposition can
be roughly expressed as follows:
a. There is an X such that X is son of
the Frime Minister; [subject]
and the asserlion can be expressed as
loallowws:
b, X drives st cors (ibid.)
[predicate]

Feenan (1971} points that  the
ulterance of a senlence refers to an
actual act of speaking; a space-lime
ceent, The eonlext of an wileimnce
refoers i those individuals invelved in
the 5A, as well or, the physical amd
cultural scttings of the SA. He adds
that  certain - cultueally  defined
conditions  or  contexis  should  be
satislicd in order for an wileranee of
that sentence o be understood, These
conditions are called "presuppositicns”
of the sentences and i they are not
satisfied, then the utterance will not be
understond or is understond in a non-
Iieml wiy- an insull or o jost for

exwmple,  More  precisely hese
conlitioms inglude:
i Statis and kind of the

relations among the participant
mentioned.

lior mwrre Enlsemntiosn you con see hey
[
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by, Ape, BN, amad
generation  relation  between
participants mentioned in the
sentence,

e comchudes by statling that e
gericeal  definition of  pragmalic
presupposition: "An ulleranee ol a
semfence  pragmatically  presupposes
that ils conlext is appropriate.”

1.3 The Analysiz of the Story:

Seodt  Fitegerand's  "The  Rough
Crossing” is o story fhat deals with
what is called "ill-matched marriage”.
Adrian Smith is one of the celebrities
who lhas just escaped with his wife,
Fva, amd his children and they are ofT
wow  Tor France.  molchedness s
reMected in dilTerent places in the story
and it can be a linle hit neticed from
the very beginning when Adrian cries
saying:

1 We've escaped. They can't get
WS T

The negative  modal  auxiliary
presupposes that people are Tollowing
them and are interropting their privacy
and, therefore, they, the smiths, are
trying to get off. The factual verh
"escape” presupposcs that the two are
criminalz, Eva, herself, thinks that they
are criminals and this presupposition is
also  triggered  in the  following
ullerance!

4 you make me think we really
have committed crimes.

What i= Interesting in this example is
that the presoppasition is sospemdol
simply becouse of the use of the non-
factive  werb “think', which  doesnt
presuppose the  truth of  its
complement. Therefore, she conceals
the presupposition altogether, ie. they
are nol criminals,

The reader ol the stery should pay
attention to the fet that their escape is
not from the people they are living
with but they have escaped from esch
other. People usually when travel, they
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pei closer e cach other, lorgetling all
bad memories and starling a new lile
together, But the Smiths deviate from
ihis rule. On the ship ench one of them
storts to lind ancther patner 1o spend
pime with, Adrion suceeeds in Tinding
mliss 1 ¥Amido and Eva, on her part,
fimds Dotterworth, 11 we cxamine the
following exchange:
14 Tell me more, About us —--—
whal o pood time we'll have,
and howw we'll be musch
better and happicr, and
very close always,
15 How could we be any closer?
16 Bul | meant never ever quarrel
any maore about silly thingz, You
knowy Dmade wpoamy mind when you
prwe me my hirthday present last
week that I'd iry never Lo say 2 mean
thing to you ngain,

we can Fnd the following trigpers:

. The ilertive  ‘more’  which
presupposes that Aderian has already
told Fva something and she is asking
for more,

2. The quantifiecr  ‘much’  which
presupposes that they are good and
Franpry.

3 The quantifier  'wery'  which
presupposes  that they are oot that
close.

4. The definite description  ‘how’
which presupposes that he is waiting
for the clue to be closer. 'Any' in the
same move is used o neutrlize the
Fvcaliiy ol dhe el i
predictions on (he part of Aderian,
This question [s  positively-oriented
and it presupposes that the address is
ahle 1o clarify the way of being ‘any
eloser’. It doesn't presuppose a possible
negative answer, whereas the speaker
in o wes-ne' guestion does presippose
such a possibility.

5. The quantifier ‘anymore'
presupposes that Eva used to quarrel
about silly things,
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G The  Tactlive verhs Tenenn'™
presupposcs the  truth of s
complement,

7. The temporal subordinate clause
starfing with ‘when' presupposes that
Adrian gave FEva a present in her
birthday party,

8. The iterative “apain” mrosupposcs
that Ewa hias nlready =aid mean things
toy Acderian.

The pragmatic presupposition of the
previous exchange is that the Smiths
are 1eyving Lo remind epch olber of the
pitlalls of their mamiape in the hope off
pulting am end (o their problems and
bridlping the gap that has slarcd (o
show up. This is why they want to be
alone and elose (o each other and this
is why they look al the people as being
rather awdul and dreary, This iz clea
i the Tl lowing exclnnge:

1% Muost of the people look
rather awful. Americans didn't
use to look like that

1M They look dreary, let's

not  get o know  anybody

bul just slay togelber.

Tere, we have an invilation on the parl
of Aderian 1o be together with Eva and
this is triggered by the factive verb "let’.

The conple has left America for
FFrance to he alone, to pel oloser and (o
b together in their joumey, This is
what has already been planned. But the
mimue they are introduced o the
peaple on the deck of the ship, the
scene starts 1o change, Aderian starts to
ook for a partner and he succeeds in
finding Miss 1 Amida, Bl when Eva

finds  hersell olone, she  pretends
sickneas and in (43) she cries:
43 Oy, bt I'm sick

3= Acoording 1o Cruirk et al (1987, the verb
kmev' con B vesec widh both o 'thad elanse’ and
feepisntly d the sepsifive e fiteresginived o
‘whetherdil clamse

180
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44 Why vou poor baby, why didn't
you tell me?

45 I was all right upstairs. .. oh, 'm
Lo sick to talk.

46 You'd better have dinner in bed
47 Dinner! Oh, my heavens!

The pragmatic presupposition behind
these cxchonges is that she woants him
1o pay her a little attenticn, She
pretends sickness to get him back to
her, but in vain, He tells her that he has
already 1old the DY Amido girl he'd play
with her and that's why he leaves her
alone i her cobin, Belore he leaves he
ik her:

nil Lo
belore 1 pa?
] Where are you going?

G2 Meeting those kids in the har,
Can | do anyiling For vou?

08 i

The presupposition here iz trippered by
the uze of "where' which presupposes
that he is poing smmewhere, i.e, he has
the intention fo leave her and to ged
involved in another thing. Aderian, on
his part, asks a yes/mo question in the
hope of getling an answer whether yes
ar e, Surprisingly, Fyva docan’t give o
posilive or negatlve answer, bol inslead
she issues another question; an open
question.  This  question (61} 1s
positively oriented and presupposes, as
we  have  mentioncd  above,  that
Adderian s godng somewhere, Whal s
interesting in these two exchanpes s
that the addressee in 2 yesino question
has some freedom to answer with yes
of na but in an open question the
addressee has no such freedom, i.e., the
ppen guestion roles oul such frecdom
toy sny "o’ hecouse it presopposcs (hint
Aderian should tell where he s going
to, What is to be added here is that
these two  exchanges constitite  an
interesting example of chaining where
one adjacency pair is embedded within
anothce, The response to the first

I do amyilhing  for you
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is suspended until the embedded pair is
resnlved.”

When we move a liltle bit
further in the story, we can Feel that
Aderian is trying to be away from his
wifie. In the previous example, Eva has
heen in her cabin and Aderian has left
her alone to go 1o his Mistress Mliss
D Amido, while in this situation he
leaves her on the deck of the ship and
goes down 1o meet his mistress and the
pretext now is that he is meeting
winners in the bar:

| How do you Teel?

72 Terrible

73 Winner are buying a drink in
the bar.

74 I'm going too.

75 You'd betier stay here, [l

send you up something.

The prapmatic presupposition belbind
Aderian's (73) iz that he is one of the
celebrities and being so, he has (o
attend a sort af mecting that brings the
winners tagether in the bar 1o celebrate
their winning, Eva's response 'T'm
coming too’ presupposes thal she is
planning Lo aceompany her hushamd o
go  downslairs 1o share  him his
happiness. The pragmatic
presupposition of the same ullerance is
that she has become an addict of
Aleoliol. In other words, FEva has
become o oddict becaese of her
lwghand’s eontinuens abzence and her
being alone maost of ber time, Aderian’s
utterance {75) PrESUPPOSEs,
prapmatically speaking. that Aderian’s
public manner has slightly hardened
tovwarids his wilk.

The previous points can alsa be
ilestrated  through  the  following
examples: in (94} "1 wanl another
champagne eockiail”, the linguistic
irigger "another’ presupposes that she

“_ Toe o inliemntion aboid sljaceney poirs,
et ey e Uinlhand (1977 )
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has alremdy had champagne cockiail,
Aderion's (95) "you've had enough”
presupposes that hie is aware of (he fact
that she is drinking too much. Eva's
"The youngest sct. Oh, the youngest
sel. And you just having the lime of
your lile--- with a child” presupposes a
sorl of bitterness on her parl, ie., her
heing mware of his public manner.
Aderian’s impatience and the
change in his public manncr can be
clearly  shown  in the  following

exchanges:

LH] "5 time to dress for the
party, Il go onup.  Don't be long.
o Wil far e, please, s
rocking so. (N response on o the
part al Aderian).

100 You don't mind waiting, do

you? | don't want to parade up there.
{no response o the part of  Aderian)

1 Ships make people el
crmy, | ik ihey are awlul,

(e e,

103 When it gets very hard |

preftend Fm in the top of a tree. rocking
to amd Tro. But Tinally 1 get pretending
every thing, and fmally 1 have to
pretend 1'm the same when [ know Tm
nisl.

1ihd IT you pet thinking thal way
voul will go crazy.

The pragmatic presupposition behind
the sccond and the third move in
whleranee (98} s thal Aderian iz no
mare capable of staying with his wifc
cven when he is o wail for her, 1's
Eva's right to show up with her
husband on the deck of the ship just
like all the other couples on the ship.
Anel this i= why she asks him o woil
lor her, ea's response . ils rocking”
presupposes  that  she  suspects
Aderian's going to the parly with his
eighteen year old lady. When Aderian
gives no response 1o her (999, she
instigates him to aceepl the fact that he
i not bosthercd by his staying with her
Sl fsames o nsserlion el he doesn’i
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mind waiting for her; and thereloe,
she asks him a positive question to ot
a megative response "Mo, 1 don't", 1L is
weorlh noting thal Eva uses the factive
verh fmind' which  presupposes e
truth of its complement that he doesn’t
mind waiting for her. Eva on her part
iz guite positive fhat he s not willing
o wail, but she drives him o accem
this manner. She docsn'l give him o
chance 1o answer her own posilively
oriemed yesno question beeause it, to
her and o B, is overl. She continues
by telling him "1 don't wani.,." and
here the presupposition is triggered by
the non Tactive verh "wam' which
doesn't presuppose the trulh of ts
camplement. The other presupposition
is rigpercd by the use of the non
Inctive verb “think"  which  docsn't
oSt ose 1 iruth ol il
complement, Hlere va presupposes o
criticism against all people like Ter
hushand; those who get evasive and
erazy when they are on ships,
Adderion's  nssorfion in (107)
urpes his wile o burst ool a bilicr
confession that revalves around the

trigger  'pretend”  which  doesn’t
presuppose  the  truth  of s
complement. 11 we  consider  the

coumer faetive verh ‘pretend’ in:
Fo 1 pretend rocking to aml fro.
2.1 pretend every thing.

3 1 pretend I'm not the same.

we get to know thal Aderian iz driving
his  wife mad ool of helng  so
incomsidernte sl indifMerent o hiz
wilie amd to hoer enudions. ot this =
not always the case, ie, only when
things get very bad and this is trigzered
by the tempomal subordinate clause
starting with "when”, Tn (104) Aderian
uses prestpposilion o warn Eva, This
is tripgered by the noun phrase 'tha
way' which is embedded under the pae
of coumter-frctual conditional starting
with "il™.
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Few  duys  later, ihings get
worse and worse o the extent thal Fva
has become unaware of whal she is
doing. The absence of the hushand and
deinking have mmle her in need of o

bromide: this is what the  doctor
prescribes:
137 She needs a bromide, [I've

given orders thal she s not 1o have
any maore o drink on this ship.

138 Why not?

130 Don't vou know what happened
It night.

140 Why, no, [ was asleop.

Il Mrs, Smith wondered o round

e sl faar ann howr, not knowing what
she was doing. A sailor was sel 1o
follow her, and  then the  medical
stewardess tried 1o get her (o bed, and
sone wile insulted her,

e doctor's flerative "mare®
presupposes thal Eva has already dronk
enongh and she is not to have any
more, The  demonsteative  this’
presupposes that the doctor is eleming
tr Lwa’s current siafe with alcohol,
Aderian's "why not?" presupposes his
ipnorance and negligence of his wile.
If he had been close enough o his
wille, and if he had been considerate 1o
fer emotions, he wouldnt have asked
sch o guestion; bt actually he s
neither close nor considerate. This s
quite clear from his reponse (1400 to
the doctor's nepative question (139)
which presupposes that:

1= he docsn't know what happened
Lt il

2= people scem Lo know  moac
ahout his wilie than he himsell.

- The gap between the twa has
been enlarged 1o the extent that
while "he was asleep”, she was
"wandering around the bom™ and "

m =ailor was el do fallow her", The
factive verh “wander presupposes
that Lva has already become absent
minded;  and  this  absent
mindedness also is trigpered by the
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doctor's comment "not knowing
what she was daing”. The doctor's
two-move  ulilerance  presupposcs,
pragmatically  speaking Lhat
Aderian's wife will go mad il he
docsn't pay her any attention.

T the maichd b of e misty weather, Bva
poels (o know  Bulterworlth maore anid
more s he compensates  for her
hwsbands absence and  gives her a
chance o Forget things that could
treuble her all the time; gradually she
becomes impressed by his polileness,
cooperation and sense al
respansibility, Such presupposition is
trippered by Bva's responses to him
and 1o her hushand respectively:

154 Don't go, vou ook  so
cheerful and nice,

155 1 like that young man. e
was awllly nice fo me last night whes
you'd disappearcd.

The use of the noun phrase "young
man" presupposes a sort of reminder o
Aderian thal he i= not the only man
who is young and as long as he s
ritining aller vouth with the eighteen
year old lady, Miss D'Amido, she
hersell is capalle ol finding youll with
anather person who can evaluate her
youth and  beauty more  than  her
hushand. The adverbial subordinate
clause  starling  with  “when"”
presupposes dhat he "did  disappear”
and "did lepve” her alone and that, by
itself, gave a chanee to Botlenvorth o
enter  into her  life even  though
marginally,

M very interesting example of
presupposition is triggered by the use
of "anyihing" which presupposes (il
she has alremly done something. She
deesn't want o remember. As we have
mentioned before, "wanl” is a non-
factive verb which doesn't presuppose
the truth of its complement, ie, in
enying "1 want 1o he o silor™ it doesn’
presupparse (et 1 soilor but when the
vorl "want™ s alvendy nepated, it
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presupposes  the  truth of s
complement, But what is it then she
doesn't want toy remember?
Pragmatically speaking in saying:

15 1 don't wanl to remember
anyihing ahoul st night.

(here i= an implicit invitation not o let
fer remember anything about the [ast
night T which she threw her pearls
overboard  as  they  stand  for her
marriage and her life with Aderian.
Eva's mood starls 1o worry
Mderian beeause she is not used to
drinking too much. Eva on her part is
still urging Bullerwoeith doo ge for
snoiler hottle of champagie Togciting
completely  about the  doctor’s
ingtructions.  This is  why Aderian
ohjects saying:
IG5 We've had encugh, we ough
ton s Loy bl

The first move of Aderian's utterance
presupposes that he is now aware of
{he fact that this is a form of revenge
em Piva's el Tor s attention to Miss
[¥Amide, This is clearly emphasized
by Lva's response lo Aderian’s seeond
e

166 I won't o te bed, You must
be crazy! You play  all you  wanl,
and then when 1 find somebody 1- -
[ like, you want to pul me to bed.

her [iest move presupposes o sorl ol
challenpe beoause this is the first lime
she ohjects to going lo bed and o
giving him a chance to meel Miss
1 Amido. This is intensificd by the
third move in which she confronts her
Dbl Tor the Grst time elling him
thal she knows aboul his inlentions.
Tlhis s triggered by the Bollmaing:

1- The non-factive werb “want”
which doesn’l presuppose the truth

ol its complement.

T The  iterative  "then”  which
presappeozes hind whnl comes next
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is 1 be considered as a second
step, i.e., there is a step belore it.

3- The temporal  subordinate
clawse starting with "when | find
somebody T like"” prosupposes tha
she alieady Tovmd Butterworth 1
fill the gap in her life, Eva even
succeeds in eliciling an implicit
aecusalion that Aderian s crazy,
Thiz iz triggered by the [active
madal “must”.

Pt when Aderian feels ihat ihere is no
wiy in talking 1o his wile, he inviles
Bulterworth to leave them. This is
triggered by the use of “you'd better”
and the reason is that Eva doesn't know
whal she is saying:

[0 I think vou'd beller leave us,
Bulterworth. 1iva doesn't kb
what she iz saying.

The definite  descriptive  proncun
“what" presupposes that she is saving
something: may be dangerous enough
not o be heard by people like
Butterworth, The factive verb “know"
PresuprEses the  nth alf s
compleient;  bul  since  Aderian's
assumplion is contrary to this, i.c. the
truth of its complement, he uses the
verh in the negative form, Therefore,
the presuppesition: here i suspendel
ruther than Tullilled, Then when Fva
objects (o Aderian’s proposition 1hat
Bunterworth should  leave,  she
comments saying that;

170 He's the only person thatl's
been hall-decent i me.

The presuppositional quamtifier "only"
restricts the people who have been
(hall} decen o Eva 1o Bulterworth and
ofily Bullerworth, But why should Eva
say such a thing or mention ‘sich a
resiriction in spite of ihe fact that other
people like the doclor and the hurse
have also been decent to her?) The
nnswer o this question leads 10 the
pragmatic presupposition that Eva is
teving 1o tell Aderian that she has been
living recently  im A vacwum
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cmotionally and socially and this is
why she is trying fo spend her lime
with cerain people like Butierworih.

The dispute between the two
st Tast for se long. Towards the
eoel ol the sty e conple produnlly
gets closer again  through o very
transparent conversalion:
201 The real truh is that none
ol il happened, it was a nightmare -=-
- an incredibly awlul nightmane.
202 Then where are my pearls?
a3 [rarling, there nre betler
pearls in Paris, 'l take  the
responsibility for those pearls. My real
helief is that you saved the boat.,
Adlerinn’s ulleranee (201} prosupposes
an invitation to forget all about the past
amd 10 comzider il ns a nightimare, as an
incredibly awlul nightmare. Eva, on
her part, refuses or objecls o this.
Actually, there seems o be an ellipsis
in Eva's response which should read:
"IF what vou are saying is true, then
where are my pearls™ Therelore, the
presupposition is eigpercd threugh e
implicd conditional. Then e (204),
[va i the one who issues an invitation:
“Aderian, lef's never get o Know
anyone else, but just stay  topether
alwnys, just we lwo.

Aderain Smiths' negntive
response o Aderinn's question;
20 Who do you suppose those
Aderian Smiths on the boat were?

presupposes an apreement beiween the
fuen Ly Fesrped (e past wd Lo st tagii
lite  again.  The won-faclive  verh
‘suppose’ doesn’t presuppose ihe irulh
of its complement amd therelore the
"Aderian Smiths on the boat” were not
themselves. They both confess this
truth, but why? For two reasons;

I- There are mony Smiths in the
warld, and it could happen o any,

2- They  have  reached  on
ngreement, a deal 1o stay ogether
always jusi they bwo.
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Ta sum up, we can say that one of
the problems in assessing the nature of
presupposition in - linguistics iz that
there is not ome  concept  of
presuppasition,  but several different
concepls, all ol which Dave been
related to the word presupposition. To
overcome such o problem, Keenoan
relates these congepls 1o lwo main
dilferent  nolions:  semantic  and
pragmatic presuppositions. However
presupposition is generally defingd as
that which the speaker assumes o he
true (in that they arc parl of the
content) as apposed o whal he asserts
to be true, The central sense of
presupposition is a proposition, which
remiaing constanl under negation and
interrogation, The study ol progmatic
as owell s somonlic  prosapposition
proves to be very imporlant for 2
thorough  understanding  of  the
characters’ plans  and  assumptions.
Aldthough the method we have vsed in
the analysis of the fext is open (o
discussion, it hoas provided us with
many  ingights  into the  wiay (e
characters think and inte the nature of
the interaction in the story.
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