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Verbal Antonyms: A research in the relationship in meaning
Between the words in Arabic language

Dr. Makki Nawman AL-Dulaimi
Arabic Dept. - College of Education —University of Diyala

Abstract:

The subject - matter of this research is the verbal antithesis, which refers to the
meeting of tow items completely different in pronunciation and structure, and opposed in
meaning, so that cach item includes the opposite meaning of the other. Thus, the contrast,
here, is a contrast in (3ronunciation and meaning as well as, in; Doubt VS Faith; Happiness
VS Sadness; etc.

Those antonyms differ from the antonyms that interested old and modern linguists,
which mean the occurrence of one pronunciation for two contradictory meanings, such as the
use of Arabic Word "AL -JAWN" to refer to while as well as black colors. there appeared a
variety of sources that studied the verbal antonyms, such as in the dictionaries and studies of
rhytorics and criticism .the research shows the general need of the writers , poets, literary
men and translators to know these antonyms , and that is why the researcher calls for the
construction of a dictionary of verbal antonyms, accompanied by examples .The researcher

also presents examples of those antonyms which would from the material for dictionary
hoped for.
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