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Abstract

The current study is descriptive; it focuses on studying
the contemporary geopolitical problem, and sectarian
differences in Caucasus. Nagorno-Karabakh is considered
an important disputed region nowadays. Many parties and
states participated in this dispute, especially after the
conflict had developed into an open war between Armenia
and Azerbaijan. Thus, the study aims to examine the
causes of the conflict in this region, analyze the
international positions on this conflict, and find if
Armenia was able to occupy this region. The
methodology adopted by the researchers is the functional
approach, and the theory of power analysis that Cohen
created for analyzing all strengths that drove each of the
parties to compete with one another other over the vital
area. Among the most important findings of the research
are: the multiplicity of causes of conflict in this region;
one of which is the passage of one of the most important
energy pipelines, Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan line, and the
different positions and roles of the actors in this conflict,
where some of which support the state of Azerbaijan, and
others support the state of Armenia according to what
serves their interests. Armenia was able to occupy
Karabakh region, and other areas surrounding it that
constitute a fifth of the area of Azerbaijan through the war
between them since 1989. The study concluded that the
conflict is sectarian, ethnic and historical. Armenia
considers Karabakh a starting point to achieve the
ambition of the united states of Armenia.
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