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Abstract

Turkish policy towards Africa witnessed important developments over time that began
before the Ottoman era and then developed during the Ottoman era when the Ottoman state played
an important role in maintaining security by confronting Portuguese interventions in North Africa
and sending military aid. Thus, the Ottoman state was able to develop its policy towards Africa for
important considerations based mainly on the employment of the religious factor and the spread of
Islam for the African acceptance of the Ottomans in the African territories and thus, achieve
economic, strategic and political motives. Later, these relations declined in the Republican era due
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to the weak political and economic potential of Turkey on the one hand and the Republic's
orientations towards the West and the severance of relations with the Arab-Islamic East on the
other. The relationship with Africa, according to Turkish politicians at the time, does not benefit
Turkey in its orientation towards the West in order to join the European Union. Under the AKP,
Turkey's government, led by Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has placed Africa at the top of its foreign
agenda. This interest was reflected in the promotion of political, economic and cultural
rapprochement through openness to Africa and Turkey's announcement of its new strategy to
develop its economic relations with the African Union countries By providing Turkish
development assistance to the African continent through projects, investments and trade exchange
between the two parties, in addition to spreading the Turkish language and culture by opening
schools and universities. Thus, Turkey was able to build a solid base for its political and economic
influence outside the EU, which means imposing the new policy of Ottomans' and creating an
international Islamic axis. Turkey, through its policy of opening up to the continent, also tried to
find its position as a contender for the superpowers through the dimensions of rival powers,
including Iran and Israel, and to draw the attention of the United States. With this new policy,
Turkey is trying to preserve its true status and political and historical weight as an important
regional state and an ever-evolving economic power.
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Nigeria Nigerian Turkish International College 15 3728
South Africa Sema school,star school,Horizon school 10 1936
Morocco Muhammed al Fatih College 10 1471
Cameron Akma Friendsh 6 922
Senegal Yavuz Selim school 5 1400
Mali Horizon school 5 1248
Kenya Light Academy 5 1400
Tanzania Feza Schools 4 1443
Mauritania Burg school 3 1026
Malawi Bedir School 2 1001
Uganda Turkish light Academy 2 688
Ethiopia Nejashi Ethiopia—Turkish International School 2 613
Egypt Salah International School 2 660
Madagascar The Light School 2 190
Mozambique Sogiit School 2 200
Niger Bedir School 2 650
Angola Umit International School 1 230
Benin Ufuk college 1 245
Burkina Faso College Horizon 1 313
Chad Chad-Turkish High School 1 368
Equatorial Guinea Equatorial Guinea Turkish School 1 150
Ivory Coast Safak Groupe Scolaire 1 138

Gambia Yavuz Selim High School 1 20

Ghana Galaxy International School 1 465
Guinea Kale School 1 840
The Central Africa The Central Africa-Turkish School 1 600
Sudan Sudan-Turk School 1 1250
Togo Zodiac High School 1 180
Zambia Horizon School 1 200
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After reviewing the Turkish policy at this important stage of its contemporary history towards
African countries, we found out that it is part of the Turkish multi-dimensional policy based on
the Turkish strategic depth policy which was adopted by the leaders of the Justice and
Development Party that tried to apply it in accordance with its political, economic, military and
cultural motives.

The Turkish policy has penetrated into Africa historically culturally and humanitarian through the
use of history, as Africa was part of the Ottoman Empire. Besides, they made use of the affiliation
of Islam and Common culture at that stage. Turkey has also been active in the field of economic
assistance and development projects which were deeply required then by those countries. This
assistance was a perfect cover for establishing Turkish political domination which was important
for the project of civilizational Islam from the perspective of justice and development party
against the Iranian role and the Israeli activities in this continent. | believe that the Turkish
presence in this continent is mainly the result of the European Union's neglect of Turkey's
membership, as well as Turkey's tendency to establish political and economic influence outside
the European Union. At the same time, it tries to drew the attention of the United States to the
positive aspects of Turkish activity on the continent as part of the enhancement of the Turkish-
American role because of the fear of the United States of America as of the Iranian influence in
this region and of the growth of extremist Islamic ideas in this region. The alliance of the political
Islamic regime in Turkey with the United States can be a moderate model for the interest of US
policy in Africa.
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