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Abstract

This study aims to focus on the Motives behind volunteer work among a sample of
volunteers working in civil society organizations and check if there are statistical differences
with those variables according to (gender, age, job, period of volunteer work, and residence.
The sample consists of (220 )volunteers,(189) male and(31) female from southern, northern
and central governorate .The Volunteer Functions Inventory(VFI)(Clary & et al,1989)was
applied, It consisting of(30) items with six fields( Values, Understanding, Social motives,
Career, Protective, Enhancement).
The results show that the most common and important motivations are (Values,
Understanding, and social motivations), there are differences among Males and females in
Protective motivation in favor of females and for the age variables, there are differences on
career motivation in favor of the oldest, and there are no significant differences in the other
variables such as(volunteer job, duration of volunteer work and place of residence).
Keywords:voluntary work, Motives, civil society.
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Recommendations
This study recommends the following:

1. Spreading the culture of volunteering and shedding the light on its importance in
society through media and spotting the light on the propaganda of volunteer work.

2. Establishing units for volunteer work within each university to be the base for the
youth, and contribute effectively to volunteer work and to have a link between the
university and society.

3. Attracting the attention of different categories of ages in the society to volunteer work
according to their volunteer motivation

4. The concepts of volunteer work should be included in the curricula of all school
stages.

Suggestions
The researchers suggest the following:

e The attitude of university youth towards volunteer work.

e The obstacles of participation of volunteer work in lIragi society.

e A study of motivations of volunteer work from other perspectives llike( social
exchange, The expectation, and The social role).
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