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Geographical Changes in the Marshes of Iraq

Salar Ali Khidher
Center of Revival of Arabian Science Heritage/ University of Baghdad

Abstract

Irag has a range of small and large marshes, which can be divided into two groups, a
group of marshes feeding water from the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, and a group of marshes
fed by the seasonal valleys coming from the desert plateau and the aljazera plateau.

The marshes have go through major changes, some of them turning into industrial lakes
to store the flood waters of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Others have been dried up and
turned into agricultural land. Others have dried up and the water has been returned to them in
less quantities than before.

The purpose of this research is to but light on the changes that have occurred in these
marshes, with the mention of marshes turned into industrial lakes or agricultural lands in
order to introduce the reader to these desolate marshes. And to highlighting the changes that
have occurred in the marshes that have been coming from the Tigris and Euphrates rivers
throughout history.
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Conclusion:

1. The marshes in Iraq are divided into two species, water-fed marshes from the rivers
running down .second type is the water-fed marshes from the seasonal valleys coming
from the desert plateau.

The marshes in Iragq have undergone many changes, both natural and human.

3. Some of the marshes were turned into industrial lakes such as Hawr Um al-Rahal and
Har al-Rifai, where they were diverted to Lake Tharthar. Also The al-Mlah Hawr and
the Abu Dabas Hawr, which turned into the Razzazah lake.

4. Some of the marshes were demolished and turned into agricultural lands such as Hor
or Lake Agraqof.

5. The main marshes such as Hor al-Hawizah, Hawr al-Hamar and Qawranah, which
have undergone major changes for natural and human reasons.

N

Recommendations:

1. Expand the detailed studies to preserve the remaining marshes, because the marshes
are characterized by natural environments that cannot be dispensed with.

2. Take advantage of the remaining marshes in the tourist side.

3. Marshlands are rich in many food resources such as fish and industrial, such as reeds,
papyrus and agriculture (rice growing on the edges of the marshes), which must be
taken care of and developed.
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